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He could find no other species of organism similar to the one he
isolated nor could he find a suitable genus in which to classify it;
consequently, he suggested a new genus for the organism in honor
of Lord Lister and formed the name Listerella hepatolytica. He
called attention to the similarity of his organism to the one isolated
by Murray, Webb, and Swann and suggested that if they were
identical the name Listerella monocytogenes be used. The name
Listerella monocytogenes was used in Bergey's Manual in 1934. In
1937 Gill isolated the organism from sheep and suggested the name
Listerella ovis.
The name Listerella has been used for other genera of plant
life; consequently, Pirie suggested that the name Listeria would be
more appropriate. In the 1948 edition of Bergey's Manual the genus
name Listeria is adopted. This automatically changed the name
of the disease from listerellosis to listeriosis.
The organism has been classified under the genus Erysipelo-
thrix by some authors and also with the Corynebacteria by others.
It is quite apparent that it is sufficiently distinct from both groups
and the name as now used appears to be firmly established.
Distribution and Transmission. Listeria monocytogenes is
found widely distributed in a number of different hosts in which it
produces various types of diseases which are collectively called
Listeriosis. In addition to the animals previously mentioned, the
organism has been isolated from the following:
Sheep: Gill, 1931, 1933, 1937, in New Zealand; Ten Broeck,
1935, in New Jersey; Olafson, 1936, in New York;
Jungherr, 1937, in Connecticut; Graham, Dunlap,
and Brandly, 1938, in Illinois; Biester and Schwarte,
1939, in Iowa; Paterson, 1939, in England.
Cattle: Jones and Little, 1934, in New Jersey; Fincher, 1935,
in New York; Olafson, 1936, in New York; Graham,
Dunlap, and Brandly, 1938, in Illinois; Biester and
Schwarte, 1938, 1941, in Iowa; Harbour, 1941, Wyan
Jones, 1954, Britain.
Chickens: Ten Broeck, 1932, in New Jersey; Seastone, 1935, in
New Jersey; Paterson, 1937, in England.
Swine: Biester and Schwarte, 1939, in Iowa; Jarrett et al,
1959, Scotland.
Foxes:       Cromwell, Sweebe, and Camp, 1939, in Illinois.
Chinchillas: Shalkop, 1950, in Washington, D. C.
Ferrets:    Morris and Norman, 1950, in Washington, D, C.